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The League Colts team finally managed to begin its campaign to retain the North West Colts Trophy at Oxton C.C. on Sunday, 5th August, 2007 on a beautiful sunny afternoon. Of the previous two group games, the first against the North Staffs & South Cheshire League had had to be abandoned due to rain and the Cheshire Cricket League had been unable to raise a side for the second.

For this match the team selected was: R.Moore (Christleton)Capt., D.Hurst, M.Knight Wkt. (Neston), T.Gledhill (Alsager), C.Tipper, R.Woolley, D.Cranmer (Hyde), M.Newman (Irby), J.Higginbotham (Congleton), C.Reid (Alderley Edge) and C.Rowe (Bollington).

The visitors won the toss and invited the League to bat, a decision which they must have come to regret. Rick Moore and Chris Tipper opened the batting for the League and batted steadily against some accurate bowling from Stratton and Barlow, but on a good wicket and fast outfield the score progressed at about four runs an over. By the tenth over with the score on 46, both batsmen were beginning to score more freely, when Tipper edged a legside ball from Barlow and was neatly caught by the wicketkeeper. David Hurst then came in to join Moore who continued to score freely with the hundred coming up in the eighteenth over. Four overs later with the total at 134, Moore again lofted Rimmer over mid-wicket and was out to an excellent diving catch by Smith for 79. Hurst had by now got the measure of the bowling reaching his fifty off 46 balls and with Charles Reid also beginning to play his shots the two hundred was reached in the thirty first over. Reid reached his fifty just before Hurst got to his hundred in the 39th over, off 85 balls, just after the 250 was reached. The run riot continued until Reid pulled a muscle three overs later and retired on 72 to be replaced by Jack Higginbotham. He batted sensibly and fed Hurst the bowling with the total reaching 321 after 45 overs. Hurst then hit Brown for twenty runs off two successive overs and was out stumped in the last over on 185 attempting to reach his personal double century, finishing on 185 off 121 balls. Higginbotham finished on an unbeaten 16, while Robert Woolley, a centurion for Hyde 2nd XI on the Saturday, carried on his good form with ten runs off the last three balls of the innings.

Mark Newman and Robert Woolley opened the League attach after tea, both bowling at a lively pace and in the fourth over Woolley bowled Smith with the score at 10 and two overs later had Stratton leg before wicket for a duck. Newman had beaten the bat on several occasions but in the next over found the edge for Hurst to knock up a low catch at second slip which was then caught by Charles Reid at first slip to make the score 17-3. Brown and Barlow then formed the best partnership of the Southport League innings seeing off the opening attack, Jack Higginbotham replacing Woolley at the pavilion end to continue the pace attack, while Tom Gledhill took over from Newman with his left arm spin. The 50 came up in the 15th over, but Higginbotham then broke the partnership by tempting Barlow to drive outside off stump and Matthew Knight held a good catch off a thin edge. Four overs later Higginbotham struck again, first bowling Baron and three balls later having Knight hold a second catch to dismiss Rimmer. Gledhill then sealed a good spell of four overs by trapping Williams leg before. Higginbotham ended Brown’s resistance by clutching a return catch and claimed his fifth wicket by bowling Hall two overs later. Daniel Cranmer ended the innings by bowling Rigby and the League had recorded a resounding victory over a gallant, but under strength Southport team.  
The Scorecard read:

	
	C.C.C.L.
	
	
	
	Southport League
	

	R.Moore
	ct Smith b Rimmer
	79
	
	A.Barlow
	ct Knight b Higginbotham 
	27

	C.Tipper
	ct Skelton b Barlow
	15
	
	D.Smith
	b Woolley
	7

	D.Hurst
	st Skelton b Brown
	185
	
	O.Stratton
	lbw Woolley
	0

	C.Reid
	retired hurt
	72
	
	D.Skelton
	ct Reid b Newman
	1

	J.Higginbotham
	not out
	16
	
	M.Brown
	ct & b Higginbotham
	28

	R.Woolley
	not out
	10
	
	R.Baron
	b Higginbotham
	3

	C.Rowe
	]
	
	
	L.Rimmer
	ct Knight b Higginbotham
	0

	D.Cranmer
	]
	
	
	C.Williams
	lbw Gledhill
	0

	M.Knight
	]  did not bat
	
	
	J.Hall
	b Higginbotham
	0

	T.Gledhill
	]
	
	
	A.Rigby
	b Cranmer
	1

	M.Newman
	]
	
	
	C.Rigby
	not out
	0

	
	Extras
	17
	
	
	Extras
	1

	
	Total for 3 wkts.
	394
	
	
	Total for 10 wkts
	67


	Bowling:
	
	
	
	Bowling:
	
	

	
	O
	M
	R
	W
	
	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	O.Stratton
	8
	0
	52
	0
	
	M.Newman
	7
	0
	26
	1

	A.Barlow
	10
	0
	57
	1
	
	R.Woolley
	6
	1
	16
	2

	R.Baron
	8
	0
	64
	0
	
	J.Higginbotham
	6
	2
	15
	5

	C.Williams
	3
	0
	21
	0
	
	T.Gledhill
	4
	2
	9
	1

	L.Rimmer
	6
	0
	46
	1
	
	D.Cranmer
	1.2
	1
	0
	1

	D.Smith
	6
	0
	41
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	

	M.Brown
	9
	0
	98
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	


This win should be enough to see the League Colts progress to the semi-final stage of the North West Colts Trophy and quite possibly because of the high rate of runs scored per over, finish top of their group and earn a home tie.

Bob Cunningham
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