3rd XI Report 2017
2017 was my 9th consecutive season in charge of the 3rd XI. When I took on the captaincy, I was 23, still at law school and lived at home with my parents. I am now married, have a mortgage and two young children. Its fair to say that the team has changed quite a bit in that time too, although certain things have not – in particular the extent of Ross Willard's cricketing wisdom! 
The last two seasons have been a period of change for the 3rd XI leagues. After many years playing the same 12 teams (most of which seemed to be on the Wirral), last year the divisions were split on East / West lines and merged with the 2nd XI structure. 2017 was the first season in which that structure settled down to a recognisable format in which we played each team twice (home and away).

Our opposition this year was much more consistent than last year, when some teams were very poor. This year we frequently faced strong 2nd XI sides and were forced to work much harder to keep pace. In this context, our 6th place finish (bang in the middle of the table) is, I think, very creditable. We finished on 304 points, having won 8 and lost 8 (we drew 3 and 3 were abandoned/lost to weather). We were 123 points off top and 131 off bottom (47 above the relegation zone).
Our league finish was particularly good given the availability issues which we have faced this year. After a pleasing improvement in the situation in 2016, 2017 saw a return to the bad old days of scraping around for players more weeks than not. Although we managed to get by (just) without conceding a match, it was particularly frustrating that, on many occasions, I left the selection meeting on Monday with a team, only to find that I had lost two or three players before the end of Tuesday to 'injury' or 'pre-existing commitments'. I use those quotation marks deliberately. I have grown very frustrated this year by the apparent lack of regard which many players seem to have for the problems caused by not indicating their availability accurately and/or by dropping out of matches after being selected. 

But it was not all negative, by any means. 

We began the season with the U15 players who featured regularly last season (Joe Gill, George Foreman, Dan O'Gorman and Jim Hugall) in the 3s. By the end of the year, both Dan and George were playing 1st team and performing strongly, while Joe Gill and Jim Hugall spent the majority of the year in the 2s. While it was disappointing for me to lose them from the 3s, their success bodes very well for the future of the Club and they have all done themselves proud this year in their performances on the field and their engagement off it.

Of the juniors left in the side, the Mody brothers (Shriraj and Prithvi) were the stand-out performers, with both featuring high in the averages. Prithvi, in particular, impressed with his bowling: taking 23 wickets over the course of the season.
Amongst the 'old guard', it is fair to say that Ross Willard had a disappointing season with the bat, even though he managed nearly 350 runs in total and played a remarkable 18 games, despite his creaky knees. Only Paul Vesey managed more games than that, with 19 appearances, 503 runs and 11 wickets. Those statistics don’t do him justice though: without Paul this year we would almost certainly have been relegated. Almost every one of his runs was scored in a situation where we needed him to dig deep and extract us from some hole or other. As ever, his contribution to the team in terms of tactics, knowledge and leadership was also invaluable.

I should also mention, with thanks, the efforts and commitment of some other senior players this year too who, while unable to commit every week, were always willing to help out when they could. Thanks in particular go to Drew Hinde, Charlie Gartside, Chris Mitchell, Mike Holloway, Ben Myddleton and Mark Nowell (and friends!).

Despite the difficulties with availability then, this season was another enjoyable year in the threes. We held our own against sometimes strong opposition and continue to maintain a respectable place in the league structure from which to build success and develop the juniors in the team for eventual progression to the 1st and 2nd XI. My main hope for 2018 is that we see better availability from our existing players, and new faces from the juniors to swell the ranks and offer opportunity for future development. 
Andy Batty
September 2017
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Didsbury CC - 5th XI

Disley CC - 2nd XI 2 9 3 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0O 6 16 15 0 360
Poynton CC - 2nd XI 2 7 4 5 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 29 28 0 344
Timperley CC - 3rd XI 2 5 1 9 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 4 72 3% 0 310
Brooklands CC, Cheshire - 3rd XI 2 5 3 8 0 3 0 0 O 0 0 3 5 3% 0 304
Stockport Trinity CC - 2nd X1 2 5 1 9 0 4 0 0 O 0O O 3 64 50 0 288
Ashley CC, Cheshire - 2nd XI 2 5 o0 12 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 8 5 0 276

Macclesfleld CC - 3rd XI

P - Played, w25 - W25 Bat 1st or Lost Toss (25), w20 - W20 Bat 2nd, Won Toss (20), 1 - Lost, t - Tied (16). d - Draw, esd - Equal Scores Bat 1st (2), est - Equal Scores Bat 2nd (18), rod
- Reduced Overs Draw - Less than 70 overs, lcn - Team Conceded (0), wen - Opposition Conceded (25), a - Abandoned, BatP - Batting Bonus Points, BowlP - Bowling Bonus.
Points, Pen - Penalty Points, Pts - Points




Averages

Batting (4 innings or more)
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Bowling (15 overs or more)
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Rank Player Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Bowiing  Haul Rate Rate Average Wicket
1 LPitviMosy | 140 12 47 2 525 1 375 2074 1857 2447
2 LAndewBaty 1223 13 507 18 6116 2 414 4083 2817 1698
3 | AEliotDavid 20 12 182 12 5142 1 312 2600 1350 2264
4 L PaulVesey 70 15 205 1 430 0 289 .73 1884 15.49
5  AshimMosy 853 12 27 9 216 0 382 4387 2833 1047
6 LHemanTaiq 190 0 10 6 £ 0 579 1900 1833 2600
7 LCwisMoore 214 4 51 5 5118 1 235 2600 1020 3845
8  AwilEgwass 130 0 58 4 a8 0 445 1950 1450 4000
9 & Cameron 60 1 T2 4 40 0 450 2400 1800 2857
Buchan

10 & AlexPugh 70 1 102 4 232 0 500 2550 2550 1538





